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~ CONGRESS. 

In the Senaie, yesterday, a communication was 
| Teceived from the Secretary of the Interior,‘esk- 
ing for appropriations for the Capitol extension 
and the new dome. A memorial from the widow 
of the late Col. Baxsnr, asking for a pension, was 
presented. The bill'to suspend the sale of lands 
in the Department .of the South, was .reported 
back from the Military Committee; with an 
amend ment as a substitute. A bill to preventand 
punish fraud on the Government, was introduced 
by Mr. Witsox, of Massachusetts, The Finance 
Committee was directed to inguire into the ex- 
pediency of making an appropriation to encour- 
age emigration from Burope to the United States. 
A resolution was adopted directing an inquiry as 
to the force raised in Missouri for local defence. 
The Mititary Committee was directed to report 
upon the practicability of widening and deepening 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, so as to improve their 
navigation. “A resolution offered by Mr. MoDov- 
GaLL, of California, directing an inquiry into the 
construction and capabilities of our iron-clad ves- 
sels, was rejected by a tie vote. A bill giving au- 
thority to the heads of Departments to appoint 
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ppeamc who will send us a Club of Twenty, 
the Seur-Weexiy Temxs will be sent gratuitous- 
ly for one year. To any one sending us a Club 
o@f Fifty, the Diiny Tres’ will’ be sent gratis for 
“Ht 3. Rayuonp & Co.. Publishers, 
New-Yoax, Dec. 4 


NEWS OF THE DAY. 
. ~~ 
.» HE REBELLION. 
-_.'* Our Washington correspondent informs us that 
‘the Army of'the Potomac is again on the move, 
The nature of the movement is not disclosed, fur- 
“, tor than that it is toward Richmond. 
“Intelligence has reached us that the Mississsip 
“pt” army ‘abd’ flotilin have been perfectiy success 
- “4 ful fe its éxpedition up the Arkaned@ River. 
- “Bhe rebel position at Arkansas Post, one hundred 
~gnilles from the moutn of the river, has been cap- 
tured, with, ali the guns, stores and ammunition. 
Our loss‘is put down at 200, while that of the 
rebddis is stated at 550 killed and wounded, and 
fram, 6,000 to 7,000 prisoners. The surrender took 
place on Sunday last. 
> ° @-dimpateh from Neshville, which we publish 
ie Maarning, verifies in evety particular the dis: 
: _n,cmteh, of out special correspondent, published on 
- & Wednesday mording. .'The rebel Gen. Lona- 
‘gtRetr has arrived at Shelbyville with his corps, 
lately at Fredericksburgh, and has superseded 
in the com hiahd of the febel army. 
je Army of the Cumberland, under command 
“GfGen. Rosscnans, bes been divided into three 
=) “armyCorps,; to be ‘know as the Fourteenth, 
Twentieth.and Twenty-first, and to be command- 
ed. respectively by Gens. Tuomas, McOoox and 
CRITTENDEN. 
; A dispatch dated Murfreesboro, Jan. 13, states 
that Information hasbeen received there that 
Jerr. Davis Hes Ordered Brace to defend the 
: i fimewf ‘Duck River. Provost-Marshal Wizs re- 
eouports, that rebel prisoners captured at, Murfrees- 
, boro-athount *to over'3,500, representing 29 bat- 
" teries and 145 regiments. . The ‘rebels say they 
had.65/000anen tn; the battle: ; Our’army is to be 


SS at ee ent bee Another 
petition from Wa. Conwart Jéwert, asking for 
the adoption of the peace policy of Louis Maro- 
Lox, Horace Guxsiey and Mr. Vattanpionan, 
was presented and Inid on the table. The bill 
making appropriations for deficiencies in the civil 
service was passed, The bill providing ald to 
Missouri to emancipate her slaves was called up by 
Mr. Hen pexson, of that State, who made a speech 


advocating its passage. It was then postponed, 
as was also the bill for the consolidation of regi- 
ments in the field, after some debate. The bill to 
increase the clerical force of the Quartermaster's 
Department was debated until the edjournment, 
which was until Monday. 

In the House, after the consideration of a num- 
ber of private bills, the bill provitiing for the en- 
largement of the Michigan and Mississippi Canal, 
and also for the enlargement of the Erie and Os- 
wego Canals, was taken up, but finally gave way 
to the bill to provide ways and means for the sup- 
port of the Government, which was debated in 
Committee.of the Whole until the adjournment, 
without a conclusion. The House also adjourned 
until Monday. 


THE STATE LEGISLATURE. 

In the Senate, yesterday, not much business 
of interest was done. A resolution was adopted 
requesting information regarding the amount of 
coin paid for the interest on the State debt; end 
whether any deduction,.was made. in the pay- 
ment on account of the premium paid for coin. 

Tn the. A ly, the session was an exciting 
one, the struggle’ for the Speakership assumirg 
on ertirely.new phase.. Mr. Suxzwoop, the Re- 
publican candidate, withdyew bis name -from the 
contest, and Mr. CatLicorr, Democratic member 
from Kings County was as the Repub- 
licen candidate... The. supporters of Mr., Deas, 
finding that they could not-legitimately prevent 
‘the election of Mr. Canticorr, thereupon“ com- 
bee of the vi te Nile Hails} méliced a. fillihustoring mowement. to.proveut ° 

ja eee loner : in| vote, Finally) Mr. ‘Preis, obtaining ‘the for, 
{ commenced a speech about 12 o'clock, and. con- 

tinued speaking five ‘hours . and’a half, dntil the 
adjournment, which took place after thé adop- 
tion . of a resolution’to take a vote for speak- 
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forces under arms have each comprised many ot MERE reread 
hundreds of thousands, the number of first- An Important Army Reform. 
‘Class battlee—by which we mean battles | Senator Wizson, of the Military Committee, 
‘Wherein at least fifty thousand” are 4 | has introduced a bill which deserves the im- 
on each aide—have not exceeded four all | mediate consideration of Congress. If liable | 
are Shiloh, Antietam, Fredericksburgh, | to no constitutional: objection, it, should be- 
and Murfreesboro. There was severe fight- | comea law. ‘It is a bill for the consolidation: 
ing on the Peninsula, during the memorable | of regiments and companies. It provides that 
seven days; but at no time was there what | when the numerical force of any two. regi- 
could rightly be called a general engagement. | ments of volunteers from the same State, in 
At Gaines’ Mills, the heaviest action of all, | the United States service, shall be less then 
only 85,000 of our forces were engaged. No | the maximum prescribed by law for one auch 
other example can'be found in modern history | regiment, the President may direct the con- 
of such great arniies, with so few great col- | solidation of these two regiments.. And tint 
lisions. Of minor fights there has been ne when a single regiment of volunteers from any | 
lack. They number scores. It is of the great | State is reduced to one-half the maximum re- 
effective conflicts alone that the list is so } quired’ by law, the President may direct: the 
strangely meagre. consolidation of the companies of such regi- 
But even our four large battles will not bear | ment—giving to mo company, ‘however, 
impartial examination. Not one of them is Se eet wind gO as 
entitled to rank among our best-fought battles. | required bylaw. . 
In not one of them was the best use made— Th case eto abdleted:Togiments erp conedl- 
or anything-like it—of the material in hand. | idated under this law, the officering of the re- 
We have no space to go into any general ex- ‘sulting regiment is conducted in this wise : the 
position to show. this, nor is there need, |’ President sélects from the officers of the old 
There is a pretty good test which can easily regiments the officers for the new, such selec- 
the actual destruc- chore, erpleintbienan 8 eS 
tion suffered and inflicted. With scarcely an | Board of Bxaminers ‘to ‘be 
-exception all the ablest and most telling bat- 


Now let us see how those large battles | rest mustered out of service. 
compare in destructiveness with some of our The first and most obvious result 
smaller ones in this war, and in the war with | operation of the proposed la 
Mexico, and with some of the large battles ia | to reduce ‘the cost of’ our 
the receut wars of Europe. Of course we | an immense: sum of money. 
cannot give an exact comparison. There is | known that hundreds of regiments 
no little diversity even in the accounts of bat- | service are reduced far below the 
tles which have gone inte history; in respect | required by law, and contemplated in 
to numbers engaged, aad the of | the,. army... regulations... Some. of the 
killed and wounded ; and @ greater diversity | most shattered regiments it is believed are 
where the newspaper of the day is the only | not able, and have not been for months; to 
authority. The comparison can only be an | bring one hundred and fifty men into the field. 
approximation et best. Yet it is correct | Sickness, desertion and death have thinned 
enough for general purposes. their ranks until literally but skeletons re: 

At Shiloh, our force averaged about 53,000 | main: Yet it is a fact, not at all unaccounta- 
—being 40,000 on the first day, and 67,000 on | bie, that though the rank and file of regiments 
the second. Gena. Grant, in his official report, | disappear and are never replenished, the com- 
gives the approximate nimber of killed | missioned and regimental officers are never 
and wounded as 5,000, which makes about | wanting. A regimental Surgeoa canbe found 
nine and @ half per cent. for every remnant of a hundred mien. A regi- 

At Antietam, our force was about 100,000. | mental Chaplain is ready to'preach and pray 
Gen. McOtzrtaw reported the killed and | whenever fifty of the old guard can be got to- 
wounded as 2,453 of the former, and 11,222 of | gether,: And no Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel 
the latter, making 13,675, which is about Se abide Gina aie of 
thirteen an@'a half per cent, Captains: or twenty Lieutenants; is 

"At Fedlatideas. at least 80,000 crossed pi exchange his small. salary for the 
the.river...Of these, according to Gen. Bury-.| much larger one of a field officer. | 
sings supplementary report, 1,152: were killed, It is easy to see how greatly the country 


and. “between six, and seven thousand | is ‘wronged by this system, Am enormous | 


wounded,” making aa agerrepte, wo, will aay, drain is kept up on the National Treasary, 
ef 8,000, whichis ten ger, cent. ostensibly to support regiments in the. field, 
»dt: Murfeeesboro, we had about, 50,000 men when the fact, is the regiments in manyjcases } 
engaged,/e0d,: govarding.: 10, the ic | exist only in mame and on the pay rolis.-} 
report of Gen. Roszcrans, lost: in’ killed aad | Hundreds, of Field’ officers:jare.siistained, } 
wounded about five thousand, which is ten where; perhaps, fen’ are equal, on # proper 
per cent. | constitution of ‘their. forces, to command 
Kow now do those vation compare with | them. It is a stupendous evil—theseshadowy 
‘some Of the sharply contested small battles? | regiments—and growing greater every week. 
AY Wilson's Cteek, duder Gen. Lirde, Gt obr: “With every new regiment now, ‘going to the 
$,700. engaged, We had 22% Killed ‘and 721 | field, © accumulate, while 
wounded—an aggregate of 944, which ia ever the of.rank and file in the army are 


»- | twenty-five per cent, ' At Williamsburgh, out |‘se rapidly decteasing. 


of about,.10,000. engaged, our. killed aad The first fruit of this bill, if adopted, will be 
wounded amounted to 1,866, which js nearly the economy it will inaugurate. The second 
nineteen per cent. cht Fair Oaks,.out of will be: the: reanimation. of the army’ by 
about 18,000 actually engagod, our, losses in | the consciousness of strength infused into 

killed and wounded were 4,517, which is | the consolidatedregiments. Take a regiment 

about twéhty-five per cent. At Corinth, out | that has, béen. teduced by battle and disease, 
our loss in killed | to the scant hundreds, and the confidence and 
32,127, which js nearly ee, was, or whatit ought 
pod ia Ee The thinned :ness, the folded tents, 
How with the battles in Mexico? At Buena: tas sonal fabagt ev Wlalsacy t Anh te 
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will join itsont of love. for the Mississippi | 
River; and if it does not succeed, it wilt make |, 


land, ou of dale to the opinions of Fankess 
on. the subject of Slavery. — 
As regards the first of these assertions, it the: 
ought to be safficient to eay, in reply to it, that as it thea 
no instance has ever oecurred in the history lowed: bis: 
of the World of 'S people's making its ’politi- | Chief, were 4 
cal organization dependent on the possession 
ot non-possession of @ river's mouth, and | Baaée Suree x 
it would | be Hoy act of euch’ trenscen: co on we et 


to keep eat a tc pate a oor wbe Bs pa bee 
If Lovrs Naroson should seize Louisiana cessful im other fields. 

and sucosed in retaining it, aftet a bloedy th invely Ares deed Juan, Daiea 

war, would the Northwest offer to be cut up ob erin et We 
into departments, and ask for prefects,and for | stumping tour; - Rarvioger Tern 

complete absorption into the French Empire? | victary at Murfreesboro. He 


| Does Belgium crave anion with Holland, be-. ok walt kuna acne 


cause the Rhine flows into the sea at Rot- “ready to meet: five. times theit numbers, 
terdam?’ and‘ is Belgitim “less ‘fond of | and to whip them, aa they have.done. at Mur- 
trade than’ Ohio?’ Has Hungary ever} ftédsbota.” ’ “And’he told the Richinond rebels 
sought annexation with Turkey and. Rus-' on the bth that Basoo- had“ cre 
sis, bécaiise the Peath' steainers. enter the | over hosts ‘vastly superior,.as; 
Black See under their guns ? Have, in short, brilfiant as that which occarred on the aoe 
geographica} considerations ever extinguished Virginia.” Of ‘course Davis did act . 
identity of manhers, “origi ‘and po- | this, as Buido’s retreat Was published ii the 
cial organization in the eyes of a people en- | rebel papers. ofthe 2d, and, xery probably, 
gaged ln declding upon thelr plliiaal destiny? Davis had, by that date, removed hin: "If he 
We do not deny. the valué of the Mississippi } gained bya a my near 
It fs ‘well-worth . fighting for, [should he Praises gy 

oe ee ee ee, eine 3 is file va 
for.it to the last extremity; bit if the worst Southern pideand deceive Baropenn fal 
‘should come to the worst, end the Secessipn- 
ists. remain. masters. of the field, the West 
will obey the sathe general law as the rest 
of the world; and cast in its lot with that day’ 
nian mo gem gen one ae ys maadhe 4 om 
not rivers or ‘mountains, are; after all, and ies a 
the bonds which unite © ment * in” ‘palit- hot furnished | 

communities» Ié is because 
coocisatenal aieibisbshcinaas atvianatad gain but little from it after all. His. obtain- 
between North and South, that the South has.j M&M? of ‘Mose® thirty | thousand. ‘sdditional 
seceded ; for it is only the. Slave States that: sosopeshe tat ee Second 99-atyy Sap om 
have left us. If the geographical or commer- } ° ' 
cial theory of political union be ‘true, they : By 
Would still be “ peaceable’ menibers of the ert 
Union; for, as, Mr, ‘Taxco, says, “ there is'} it result di 


yaa, by similarity. of manners end ¢ 
‘sand. to maintain thet, in epiteot | Se ty 

ev dali tude tebo-atronoitia tech 4 then 

tire. control of fhe Mississippi‘‘cast in’ }°*" ° 

their lot with’ @ people who differ from 

them. .in all, thesé points, and sure to differ 

still more .widely,..is...to . claim. for . theitt 

complete exemption from the operation ef the 

laws which have ‘up to this ‘time regulated things are: ; 

the action of all free communities. This we } public i 

are aware is not in accordance with the time- existing 

honored notion. that the Mississippi bonn: 

the Union together... We hope the events 

the tastiuaapetasitinvs bhgarenticiest to don.” : ow 
thigto the same grave with divers other , 

eas both. the “North” and Sonth, framrerer we pin olan 

with which al! our readers are familiar. The nr ‘nor even in’ 

Mississippi has not kept it together, and any} 40) 
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